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Jeanne 

Saturday,ÊSeptemberÊ19,ÊJenniferÊRohrbachÊandÊIÊaƩendedÊtheÊfirstÊmeeƟngÊofÊtheÊnewÊEastÊRegionÊofÊourÊ

PresbyteryÊatÊStockbridgeÊPresbyterianÊChurch.ÊTheÊPresbyteryÊhasÊreorganizedÊtheÊoldÊclusterÊmodelÊintoÊ

fourÊregions.ÊThereÊareÊ16ÊchurchesÊinÊourÊregion,ÊandÊallÊofÊthemÊhaveÊmembershipÊaboutÊtheÊsizeÊofÊourÊ

churchÊexceptÊforÊMcDonoughÊPresbyterian.ÊSoÊitÊwasÊniceÊsiƫngÊwithÊfolksÊfromÊtheseÊchurches,ÊlikeÊCo-

nyers,ÊGumÊCreek,ÊHemphillÊMemorial,ÊJackson,ÊJonesboroÊFirst,ÊKelley,ÊMorrow,ÊSmyrna,ÊandÊStockbridgeÊ

toÊtalkÊaboutÊhowÊweÊallÊdoÊchurchÊwhenÊthereÊareÊonlyÊ20-30ÊfolksÊinÊworshipÊeveryÊSunday.Ê 

Aisha,ÊourÊPresbyteryÊExec,ÊusedÊtheÊJohnÊ15ÊtextÊonÊtheÊvineÊandÊtheÊbranchesÊtoÊgetÊusÊstartedÊinÊconver-

saƟon.ÊWeÊtalkedÊaboutÊhowÊweÊareÊallÊconnected,ÊevenÊthoughÊatÊƟmesÊweÊgetÊpruned.ÊAnÊexampleÊofÊ

pruningÊisÊTimberridgeÊPres,ÊwhichÊis,Êsadly,ÊclosingÊitsÊdoors.ÊWeÊallÊagreedÊthatÊasÊolder,ÊsmallerÊchurchesÊ

inÊrural/smallÊtownÊareasÊsouthÊandÊeastÊofÊAtlanta,ÊweÊareÊunique.ÊWeÊagreedÊtoÊshareÊcontactÊinfor-

maƟonÊforÊtheÊregionÊandÊtoÊspendÊƟmeÊtogetherÊsharingÊideas,ÊandÊperhapsÊacƟviƟes.ÊSoÊIÊlookÊforwardÊ

toÊconnecƟngÊwithÊtheseÊchurchesÊaroundÊus. 

OneÊthingÊIÊbroughtÊupÊrelatedÊtoÊgrapevinesÊandÊtheirÊextensiveÊbranchingÊsystemÊisÊoneÊofÊtheÊoldestÊ

livingÊorganismsÊonÊearth.Ê“Pando,”ÊaÊquakingÊaspenÊcolonyÊinÊUtah,ÊisÊesƟmatedÊtoÊbeÊbetweenÊ10,000Ê

yearsÊoldÊandÊpossiblyÊmuchÊolder,ÊthoughÊitsÊexactÊageÊisÊdifficultÊtoÊpinpoint.ÊPandoÊhasÊanÊesƟmatedÊ

47,000Ê“stems”ÊthatÊappearÊtoÊbeÊindividualÊtreesÊbutÊareÊnot,ÊbecauseÊthoseÊstemsÊareÊconnectedÊbyÊoneÊ

rootÊsystemÊthatÊspansÊ106Êacres.ÊAsÊaÊmulƟ-stemÊtree,ÊPandoÊisÊtheÊworld'sÊlargestÊtreeÊbyÊweightÊandÊ

landmass.ÊAllÊofÊwhatÊweÊwouldÊthinkÊofÊasÊ“trees”ÊareÊconnectedÊbyÊthisÊenormousÊrootÊsystem.ÊThinkÊ

aboutÊthat.ÊJustÊlikeÊallÊtheÊbranchesÊonÊaÊgrapevineÊthatÊareÊconnectedÊbyÊaÊcommonÊstem.Ê 

WhenÊweÊsmallÊchurchesÊareÊconnectedÊtoÊeachÊother,ÊweÊareÊstronger.ÊWeÊcanÊshareÊresourcesÊandÊpray-

ersÊandÊideas.ÊÊWeÊcanÊbeƩerÊwithstandÊtheÊstormsÊaroundÊusÊthatÊthreatenÊourÊexistence.ÊWeÊcanÊliveÊoutÊ

ourÊfaithÊknowingÊthatÊweÊhaveÊaÊlotÊtoÊofferÊthisÊworld,ÊandÊweÊhaveÊfriendsÊwhoÊareÊthereÊtoÊhelpÊus.ÊWeÊ

canÊbeÊsmallÊbutÊmightyÊwitnessesÊtoÊtheÊLord.ÊAmenÊforÊtheseÊgiŌsÊthatÊGodÊhasÊgivenÊus. 


